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Introduction 

The Perry Barr constituency is 
located in the north of 
Birmingham and comprises the 
four wards of Handsworth 
Wood, Lozells and East 
Handsworth, Oscott and Perry 
Barr. The constituency forms 
the northwest boundary of the 
city. The four wards are largely 
residential; Lozells and East 
Handsworth is the least 
affluent ward, although it has 
pockets of affluence. Perry 
Barr and Oscott wards have 
both areas of relative affluence 
a n d  d e p r i v a t i o n .  I n 
Handsworth Wood the balance 
is more towards the affluent. 

Perry Barr has a total land area 
of 2,487 hectares making it the 

fourth largest constituency in 
Birmingham. The constituency 
has a population of 107,090, 
the fourth largest population of 
all the constituencies in the 
city; Perry Barr has the fourth 
smallest population density of 
the 10 constituencies at 43 
people per hectare. 37.9% of 
Perry Barr constituency’s 
population are aged 24 and 
under, resulting in the Perry 
Barr constituency having the 
fifth highest proportion of 
young people compared with 
the other constituencies. In the 
Perry Barr constituency, Black 
and Minority Ethnic (BME) 
groups make up just over half  
(60.3%) o f  the to ta l 
population; this is a higher 

proportion than the city 
average of 42.1% and over 
four times the national average 
of 14.6%.  

This report provides detailed 
information on the Perry Barr 
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 Facts 

Population 
107K  

 
69K Aged 

16-64 

29K Jobs  
Located in 

Constituency 

2,400 Active 
Businesses 

21%  
Qualified  

To  
NVQ4+ 

71% 
Economically 

Active  
 

57% 
in  

Employment  
 

Unemployment 
7.3% 

& Falling 
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1.2.1. Private Sector Employment 

Growth in private sector employment in the city is 
essential. Birmingham has a disproportionately 
large public sector and in the decade prior to the 
recession the city became over reliant on the public 
sector to drive employment growth. Since 2010 







 

 

2. Place 
 
Summary  

 Just under a third (32%) of Perry Barr's 
popu l a t i on  l i v e  i n  dep r i v ed 
neighbourhoods, compared to 40% for 
the city as a whole. 

 There is a range of current and planned 
development activity  in the constituency 
including the  development of the former 
IMI site in Aston. 

 38.1% of children in the Perry Barr 
constituency are defined as being in 
poverty slightly above the city rate of 
37.1%. 

 Within the constituency there is disparity 
in the levels of deprivation and child 
poverty with a concentration found in the  
Lozells and East Handsworth  ward whilst 
the other 3 wards have lower levels.  

C u r r e n t  a n d  p r o p o s e d 
development and regeneration 
initiatives in the constituency 
include: 

 The Aston Advanced 
Manufacturing Hub  

The Hub is a designated 
Economic Zone with the potential 

to create 3,000 jobs. The 
Regional Investment Site (RIS) 
has already seen a significant 
amount of public sector 
investment in site assembly and 
access improvements to de-risk 
development plots, which will be 
offered to the market in 3 
phases. HydraForce, which 

employs 280 people at its 
European headquarters in Aston, 
Birmingham are relocating to the 
Hub, and over 200 jobs are 
expected to be created through 
the move. 

 The Food Hub 

Which forms part of the former 
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2.1. Introduction: 

This short section looks at some 
of the characteristics of Perry 
Barr as a geographic entity, 
including new developments and 
regeneration, along with the 
deprivation and child poverty 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e 
constituency. 

 

Perry Barr Constituency is in the 
north west of the city, with the 
city centre and Ladywood 
constituency to the south-east 
and the boundary with Sandwell 
to the north-west.    

The city centre offers a wide 
r a n g e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t , 
predominantly in retail and 

financial and professional 
services, and is accessible by 
public transport in under 30 
minutes from the majority of the 
district during the morning rush 
hour, but journey times are 
longer from the far side of 
Handsworth Wood ward. (Mott 
McDonald 2013).    

2.2. Development and Regeneration  
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1. Business 
 

IMI site in Witton, which 
provides over 36 hectares of 
prime industrial land and has the 
potential to create 3,000 new 
jobs.   The Food Hub will benefit 
f rom p lans to  re locate 
Birmingham’s Wholesale to a 
new 210,000 sq ft purpose-built 
facility based within the site. The 
relocation is scheduled to be 
completed by 2017 and will 
prove to be a major catalyst for 
this sector.  

 Perry Barr Masterplan 

A Masterplan is proposed for 

Perry Barr District Centre which 
will focus on a number of 
strategic development sites, 
alongside improvements to the 
highway network and public 
realm. The key development 
sites include the BCU teaching 
campus (which will be largely 
vacated by September 2015) and 
Perry Barr Stadium. The master-
planning exercise will explore 
appropriate land use options, 
including commercial and 
residential uses, and where they 
are best placed in urban design 
terms. The Perry Barr public 

transport hub, which features in 
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1. Business 
 



 

 

 

 

3. People 
 
Summary  

 There are  over 68,000 working age residents 
in the Perry Barr constituency this represents 
64% of the total population. 

 The constituency is more ethnically 
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3.2.1. NVQ Qualifications 
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Birmingham City Council 
PO Box 14439 
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Follow us on Twitter @BhamEconomy 

Phone: 0121 303 3760  

www.birmingham.gov.uk/birminghameconomy 

Email: BirminghamEconomy@birmingham.gov.uk  
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