






	 Hackney carriage vehicle licensing

Here are your options:  
You can read more about these 
on pages 5 – 11.

OPTION 3:
Join an electric hackney  
carriage rental scheme.

OPTION 1:
Up to £5,000 towards  

6,Ƃ-�>VVÀi`�Ìi`�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�
technology for your non-
compliant vehicle.

ƂÀi�Þ�Õ�>��>V��iÞ�V>ÀÀ�>}i�`À�ÛiÀ��À��Ü�iÀ¶�,i>`�Ì��Ã�wÀÃÌ�Ì��w�`�



YESIs your HCV more  
than 15 years old?

NO

NO NO

NO YES

YES YESIs it 
ULEV?1

Does it meet Euro 4
petrol/Euro 6 diesel
emission standards?

Can be licensed  
until vehicle 
reaches 15 
years old and its 
licence expires.

Cannot drive in 
the CAZ unless  
a daily charge  
is paid.

Can apply for 
Clean Air Fund 
support to meet 
CAZ standards.

* may be eligible for retrospective Clean Air Fund support if fully electric taxi was 
«ÕÀV�>Ãi`��À�
6,Ƃ-�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�Ü>Ã���ÃÌ>��i`�>vÌiÀ�£ä°ä�°£n°

Can be licensed  
until vehicle 
reaches 15 
years old and its 
licence expires.

Can drive in  
the CAZ.

Cannot apply for 
Clean Air Fund 
support.

Can be licensed  
until vehicle 
Ài>V�iÃ�£n�
years old and its 
licence expires.

Can drive in  
the CAZ.

Cannot apply for 
Clean Air Fund 
support.*

Cannot be 
licensed after 
current licence 
expires.

Cannot drive in 
the CAZ unless  
a daily charge  
is paid.

Can apply for 
Clean Air Fund 
support to meet 
CAZ standards.

Can be licensed until 31.12.25
subject to two MOTs per year.

Can drive in the CAZ.

Cannot apply for Clean Air  
Fund support.*

From 01.01.21, ALL newly licensed 
vehicles MUST be ULEV1.

Has it had a CVRAS conversion  
or was part of the Birmingham  
Óä£x�Óä£Ç��*��ÀiÌÀ�wÌ� 
programme?
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End notes appear on page 20.
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	 carry out a check on  
your vehicle to ensure 
that it is suitable for the 	
ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�Ã��ÕÌ���°

3.	 Sign the grant terms  
and conditions.

4.	 Make a reservation with 
Ì�i�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�«À�Û�`iÀ° 
The provider may  
require you to pay a 
holding deposit. 

5.	 Provide evidence of the 
ÀiÌÀ�wÌ���ÃÌ>��>Ì����Ì��ÕÃ°

We will make a single 
payment of the cost of the 
ÀiÌÀ�wÌ���ÃÌ>��>Ì����­Õ«�Ì��>�
maximum value of £5,000 
against pre-VAT cost). 

Things to consider:
•	 Not all vehicles will be 

i��}�L�i�v�À�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�
installation. This could be 
for several reasons:

–	 Vehicle is wrong model.
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	 Electric taxi rental scheme
This option is available to Birmingham 
hackney carriage drivers.

7i�>Ài�VÀi>Ì��}�>�yiiÌ��v�
at least 50 electric hackney 
carriages which will give you 
the option to rent a vehicle 
or ‘try before you buy’ for 
short periods of time.

To take advantage of this 
option you would need to:

1.	 Register with the  
scheme through our 
rental partner.

2.	 Sell or scrap your non-
compliant vehicle and 
provide evidence that 
this has happened.

	 If you use the ‘try before 
you buy’ option you 
will be able to rent an 
electric taxi for a short 
period without selling 
or scrapping your non-
compliant vehicle. 



	 Once the ‘try before you 
buy’ period is completed, 
you will need to scrap or 
sell your non-compliant 
vehicle if you want to 
continue to use the  
rental scheme.

3.	 Book and operate the 
taxis through the short-
term rental scheme. 

Things to consider:
•	 There will be a cost  

to drivers to rent  
the vehicles.

•	 The vehicles may be 
based at one or several 
locations – depending 

	 on your rental 
arrangement and the 
facilities of the rental 
partner. You will have to 
make your own way to 
and from this location 
when collecting and 
returning vehicles.

•	 In times of high  
demand, vehicles may  
be unavailable. 

•	 The scheme will prioritise 
drivers who do not own 
or operate another taxi 
registered with 	
Birmingham City Council. 

•	 Vehicles cannot be  
sub-leased.
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YES

YES
Is your PHV more  
than 12 years old?

NO

NO NO

NO

NO

YES

YES YESIs it 
ULEV?1

Does it meet Euro 4
petrol/Euro 6 diesel
emission standards?

Can be licensed  
until vehicle 
reaches 12 
years old and its 
licence expires.
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	 Upgrade to a CAZ 
compliant diesel or petrol vehicle
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purchase or lease and  
an assessment of the 
vehicle’s value, and  
sign the grant terms  
and conditions.

We will make a single 
payment to reimburse you 
for up to £1,000 of the 
vehicle’s pre-VAT cost.

Things to consider:
•	 Once you have 

purchased or leased the 
new vehicle, your old 
vehicle can no longer be 
licensed by Birmingham 
City Council.

•	 Funding can only be 

applied to a vehicle 
once. This means that 
some drivers may not be 
able to receive funding  
if they are leasing a 
vehicle which has already 
received funding.



	 Upgrade to a hybrid or 
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle
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1.	 Register your interest  
in the scheme.

2.	 Purchase or lease a 
suitable vehicle.

3.	 On delivery of the 
vehicle provide proof of 
purchase or lease and 
an assessment of the 
vehicle’s value, and  
sign the grant terms  
and conditions.

We will make a single 
payment to reimburse you 
for up to £2,000 of the 
vehicle’s pre-VAT cost.

Things to consider:
•	 Once you have 

purchased or leased the 
new vehicle, your old 
vehicle can no longer be 
licensed by Birmingham 
City Council.

•	 Funding can only be 
applied to a vehicle 
once. This means that 
some drivers may not be 
able to receive funding 
if they are leasing a 
vehicle which has already 
received funding.

•	 There are currently a 
relatively small number of 
public electric charging 
points available within 

Birmingham. But we 
are set to expand this 
network with at least 
197 new charging points 
(including at least 97 
rapid charge points) 
across the city.

•	 If you want to install an 
electric vehicle charge 
point at your home, the 
government’s Electric 
Vehicle Homecharge 





3.	 On delivery of the 
vehicle provide proof of 
purchase or lease and 
sign the grant terms  
and conditions.

4.	 Before each annual 
payment, you must 
provide evidence that 
you are still in possession 
of the vehicle and of the 
running costs incurred.

Things to consider:
•



End notes
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These notes provide further 
clarification about various terms 
used earlier in the booklet.

1	 Ultra Low Emission Vehicle, or  
ULEV, means the vehicle must emit 
less than 50g CO2/km and be able 
to travel at least 70 miles without  
any emissions at all.  
(See pages 5 and 13.)

2	 There will be a limit on the  
total funding amount available to  
leasing companies.  
(See pages 6, 14 and 16.)

Î	 /�i�
�i>��6i��V�i�,iÌÀ�wÌ�
ƂVVÀi`�Ì>Ì����-V�i�i�ViÀÌ�wiÃ�
�>�Õv>VÌÕÀiÀÃ��v�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�
ÌiV�����}�iÃ°�6i��V�iÃ�wÌÌi`�Ü�Ì��>�	

6,Ƃ-�>««À�Ûi`�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�Ã��ÕÌ����
will gain CAZ compliance and will 
not have to pay to enter a CAZ in 
Birmingham or any other UK 

city. The scheme covers buses,  
taxis and HGVs. The scheme is 
managed by the Energy Saving 
Trust on behalf of the government. 
�Ì�>VVÀi`�ÌÃ�ÀiÌÀ�wÌ�ÌiV�����}�iÃ�Ì�>Ì�
can reduce NOX emissions to Euro 
VI/Euro 6 standards. More 
information at energysavingtrust.
org.uk/transport/freight-and-
retrofit/clean-vehicle-retrofit-
accreditation-scheme-cvras 
(See page 6.)

4	 The government offer a discount of 
up to £3,500 on the price of new 
low emission vehicles. Details of  
the grant and eligible vehicles at 
gov.uk/plug-in-car-van-grants 
(See pages 12, 16 and 18.)



Useful information
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What to do next
To register your interest in one or more 
of the grants complete an online form:
brumbreathes.co.uk/taxis

If you have any queries about these 
grants please contact us:  
cleanair@birmingham.gov.uk

Installing retrofit technology
A list of CVRAS accredited solutions:
businessbreathes.co.uk/retrofit-
vehicle-solutions

CVRAS scheme
For information about the Clean 
6i��V�i�,iÌÀ�wÌ�ƂVVÀi`�Ì>Ì����-V�i�i\
energysavingtrust.org.uk/cvras 

Upgrading to an electric vehicle
More information about the 
government’s Electric vehicle 
Homecharge Scheme:
gov.uk/government/publications/
customer-guidance-electric-vehicle-
homecharge-scheme

More information about the 
government’s plug-in grant:
gov.uk/plug-in-car-van-grants
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The terms and conditions for the clean air taxi funding have 
��Ì�ÞiÌ�Lii��w�>��Ãi`°�
ÛiÀÞ�ivv�ÀÌ��>Ã�Lii���>`i�Ì��
«ÀiÃi�Ì�>VVÕÀ>Ìi���v�À�>Ì�������Ì��Ã��i>yiÌ]�LÕÌ�`iÌ>��Ã��>Þ�
change before funding is awarded. We may continue to 



#brumbreathes



A p p l y  f o r  g r a n t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g : •  R e t r o f i t  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  y o u r  e x i s t i n g  v e h i c l e . •  A  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  r u n n i n g  c o s t s  o f  a n  e l e c t r i c  o r  p l u g - i n  h y b r i d  v e h i c l e . •  


